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FOR: PRESIDENT, * 


Git, JAMES A: GARFIELD, 


OF OHIO, 


mo 


FOR ‘VICE-PRESIDENT, 


GEN. CHESTER A. ARTHUR, 


OF NEW-YORE. 
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BRANCH OFFICES OF THE TIMES. 
’ fan Toes Up-town OMice—No, 1,258 Broadway. 


‘Tie Tors is on salé in London at.No. 449 Strand, W. 
C., by Henry F. Gillig & Co., and at Mr. Stevens's, No. 4 
Trafalgarsq . 


from north-east ‘to south-east, stationary Sor 


higher temperature and barometer. 
nen 





One of ‘the Demiocratic newspaper organs, 
Printed in ‘Washington, has issued a call for 
® campaign subscription fund to be raised 
by Confederate soldiers, ach one of whom 
It.is estimated that this 
will produce a net sim. of $1,500,000, 
% which ‘the further ‘sum of $2,000,000 
must be added by other subscriptions. - This 
is'‘/certainly a libéral, if not extrava- 
provision fora campaign fund. 
One. might reasonably suppose that the 
Democrats intend to go into the business 
<.f vote-buying on the largest scale, ‘The 
fery jot the “Washington organ is probably 
, dnspired ‘by & ‘knowledge of the fact that 
TILDEN has not subscribed anything ‘to the 
expenses of the campaign, and. that. his 
friend’ complain that the report that he has 
given $100,000 for that purpose was invented 

Viamouss friends in order .to coerce 


“the oldman into giving something.” 
7—o__—_-C— 


; Sets Thecioteatse rene ts extremely indig- 
mfint Over. the announcement that Secretary 
Sciruuz is about to commence a series of ad- 
~ | dresses in behalf of the Republican cause in 
* Thdiana. The cause of. its grief is that such 
conduct is in alleged violation of the famous 

a -“ Oivil Service Order No. 1” “in regard to of-: 
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t | is known as the Public Burdens’ act, several 


ela evecoal Sepa. ad 


at a8 | obligations, suffer from this cause, to under- 


‘ take to remove it.” Nothing can accomplish 


this unless it be some effective ‘union be- 


te | tween the persons. affected. If these can 


Hancock will be électéd ‘and 

as if there were any doubt of his” a 
tion ‘in: case he should be elected. ‘The 
Secretary declares that there ‘can be 
no doubt of the peacefal’ induction 
inte office . of  ~ Gen.. Hancox if 
he should be elected, but the people of the 
United States‘ are not to be. ‘bullied’: into'a 
condition of moral. terror by uy threats of 


it “is added, seems to be an’ admission that 
‘Trnpen and HENDRICKS were cowards,.-who 
failed to © secure their rights; but . this 
shall mot “happen with «Hancock: » In 
truth, all of the ., bluster. nee 
the new determination of the 
seat their candidate (if he is succes “he 
confession of weakness and ty, 
if it is anything but the merest 0 
of political swashbucklers. Tupi was | POY 
not élected, and he was not ina It 
Hawooox could be elected, he .wot he in- 
augurated, , F 
ae . 
TAXES AND MAKING TAX LAWS. 
The facts which we have pub within 
the last few days in regard to the donrge of 
a number of ‘corporations in this City “with 
reference to their local taxation throw a 
deal of light on the chaotic condition of the 
law regulating assessménts‘and taxes in this 
State. It is not impossible that some or all 
of these corporations will succeed. in redue- 
ing or wholly evading their taxes for this year, 
The case of the banks is, on itd face, an ex- 
tremely strong one. © The law which it is 
claimed is the only one under which ha- 
tional banks can be assessed was drawn in 
such gross contradiction to justice, ‘consist- 
ency, and Common sense that the Federal 
Supreme Court was compelled: to declare it 
void. The State banks, if they are in reality 
assimilated by special act with the national 


banks, have, at least, a plausible prima facie . 
claim similar to that of the latter, and, both 


classes Of corporations may yet be found by 
the*courts to be subject to no legal taxation 
whatever. In other words, the Legislature, 
by trying to enforce an extravagant and in- 


supportable measure of taxation, amounting 


to obyious oppression and partial confisca- 
tion, may have succeeded only in destroying 
all authority for even reasonable taxation. 
Tt may have repeated the traditional experl- 
ment of the dog on the bridge who dropped 
his actual meat in trying also to take pos- 
session of the shadow in the water. 


The case of the steam-ship and other cor- | 


porations is less clear. . Whether: they can 
maintain the claim to pay at certain fixed 


rates, below those levied in this City, to the. 


State Controller, is a very proper question to 
submit tothe courts, as is also the one 
whether a corporation can maintain @-merely 
nominal office in a remote Tural.. village, 
where, as matter of fact, it does, and can 
do, no business whatever. But that. these 
questions can be ralsed ‘with some degree of 
plausibility; that well-established’ corpora 
tions, acting under the ailvice of skilled law- 
yets, can-venture to engagé in litigation 
with reference to them, shows, -as.we have 


already remarked, that the whole system: of | 7 


fiscal legislation in the State is in a very con: 
fused condition, And it mustnot be forgot- 
ten that, while these banks and other cor- 


porstions incur ‘a great deal of odiam | 


} agrée upon some equitable and practicable 


system/of taxation; they may be able to se- 
cure its adoption.’ If they cannot, they will 
be left to endure as “best they thay. the evil: 
consequences of the present helter-skelter 
arrangement,’ The Government of ‘Russia 
has been défined as an absolute despotism 
tempered by asfassination. Our system of 
tax laws may be described ag the'tyranny of 
gross ignorance and class prejudice, .tem- 
pered ‘By very. costly. litigation. It is for 
those who’ are every year plundered by this 
tyranny to say whether. they will tolerate it 
in ‘silence ‘or guise some sensible effort to 
reform. it. 
ee 
THE SITUATION IN VIRGINIA. 


The bold stand which has been. taken by 
the Readjusters’ Party in Virginia can only 


be taken as.another striking illustration of: 


the fact that ‘‘ the white man’s organization ”’ 
in that State is rapidly going to pieces, and 
that the once all-powerful Democratic ma- 
chihe has almost run its course. . Indeed, ‘in 
view of recent events, it is‘no exaggeration 
to say thatnothing but the desire to 
hold office’ keeps the leaders of .. the 

party together. Tris desire may prevent 
the threatened break until-after the close of 
the Presidential campaign, but then, if there 
be any virtue in present signs, the color line 
in Virginia will bea thing of the past. Three 
years ago the man who would have pre- 
dicted that any considerable number of 
white ‘voters of that State could under any 
circumstances be brought together to de- 
nounce and-cry down the chief men in’ the 
‘Democratic .. Party would ave © been 
regarded ‘as little short. of a lunatic. 
Yet within the week the « country 
has been brought face to ‘face. with 
the fact\that there has been held in Rich- 
mond; ‘‘ the sacred city of the Confedera- 
cy,”’ a convention composed of upward of 
five hundred ex-rebels and ex-rebel sympa- 
thizers who, representing fully forty thou- 
sand of the same class, solemnly declare that 
there is no virtue in the Democratic Party of 
Virginia, denounce asa fraud, a cheat, and 
a sham the, platform adopted by. it, and 
nominate an Electoral ticket composed of 
men who, while they are nominally pledged 
to the support of Hancock and EnGiimh, 
are known to be bitterly opposed to every- 
thing in Virginia which bears the name of 
Democracy. 

Nor. is this the most remarkable part of 
the Readjusters’ Convention. In addition 
to everything else, it, is particularly notice- 
able that. forty colored men took part in it, 
and that its platform was’ in’ the: broadest 
sense & concession to the Republicans, a 
full. acknowledgment .of the ° justness 


of the principles for ‘which they, have 


‘spasmodic, though, it may be, most virtuous, 
attempts to transfer the funds of the Build- 
ing Department to the Fire» ‘Department. of 
this City have been made by those in author: 
ity. Still, the recent public performance in 
connection with the matter | ‘which was had 
in the Board: of Estimate and Apportion: 
ment can, in the. light of recent events, 

only be regarded as a very broad 
farce. His. Honor:the Mayor, thoroughly 
in’ earnest, as- ‘nobody ‘doubts, moyed 
to take from ‘the ‘table his resolution pro- 
viding for the transfer. of funds, as the law 
distinctly requires, At this point Alderman 
Mornis, seemingly most anxious to gain ac- 
curate! information, ‘said; ‘*I would like to 
ask whether Judge Porrmr, of the Supreme 
Court, has yet decided upon the constitution- 
ality of the law in the matter laid before 
him some time.ago.’’ Being informed that 
the decision had not yet been rendered, the 
truly conscientious Alderman. declined to 
vote for the resolution.. ‘To fully enjoy the 
humor of this performance it is necessary to 
be acquainted with the following facts: 
Alderman Morais knew that the decision in 
regard to which he inquited had. not yet 
been rendered. He’ knew that the arrange- 
ment and condition on which: the decision is 
to come had not yet been made., Mr. Morris 
may be under the impression that the aid 
which he is giving toJoan Keiiy and com- 
pany in this matiér is-not ‘fully understood. 
If go, he is very much mistaken. ‘ 

Already in reference to this same subject 
we have found occasion to’ comment with 
some. severity upon the «action of an execu- 
tive board in assuming that a statute which 
imposes duties upon its unconstitutional, 
land in refusing to obey the law until ,that 
point has been passed upon by the courts. 
There is’ still another phase of the question 
which deserves to be carefully considered. 
Reference is made to the action, or rather 
non-action, of Mr. Justice Porrmr, to whom 
the question of the constitutionality. of the 
Public Burdens act. was submitted. . Mr. 
PorTsr; acountry Justice, as the term goes, 
while holding Circuit: in’ this City, on the 
4th of June last; granteda writ of. prohibi- 
tion against the Fire Commissioners directing 
them not to interfere with the head or man- 
agement of the Building Department. until 
the further order of the court. This writ 
Judge Porren makes returnable before 

*himeelf at Chambers; he’ being assigned 
there for the first two weeks of June. How 
remarkable a procedure this was: will. be 
well understood by every practitioner who 
knows that the application-for the allow- 
ance of such a. writ could only, under the 
rules of court and the courtesy obtaining 
among the Judges, have been properly made 
to the Judge holding Chambers at the time, 
who, as it happened, was Mr. Justice Law- 
Rnence. © Why, it’ may be asked, was 
the _ application’ not .made to him? 
The only. obvious “and reasonable an- 
swer . is. that. there was. nothing in the 
record of Judge Lawrence which would 
warrant the head of the Bnilding Depart- 
ment in believing that he would go-to the 
almost unheard-of length of allowing a wnt 
of prohibition against. executive officers, . 80 
application was made to Judge Porrmr, and, 
ad has been said, the order. was made. re- 
tarnable’- before himself.. The case was 
argued and submitted to him on the lith of 
June, @nd a few days afterward: he ‘quietly 
‘went to his home in Whitehall, unceremoni- 
ously catrying the papers off in his pocket, 

A month has elapsed since then, . and 
during all that time there has’ been prac- 
tically no. enforcement of the Building laws 
of this. Oity. . The public: has waited with 


; ‘that patience for which the American public 


is noted, yet no decision © comes from Judge 


by their efforts ‘to escape taxation, and | influenc 


expose themselves to the charge of. trying to. 


‘public ‘burdens | hot 


Teo Tsune-ran, who is oth the 


| military and. civil Governor, of the ex: 


“would cross. ‘over the ‘batder: into the prov- 
ince - of Kuldja and: take forcible possession 


if he did not have authority to make this'ad: } 
yance given to him by the Empress. Regent, 


Tt seems, therefore, quite probable, that after 
carefully going over the ground the Chinese 
Government have come to the» conclusion 
that the only way they can obtain possession 
of this disputed district is by force of arms, 


and hence orders have been ‘given » to | 


Gen. Teo to. drivé the Russians 
out >of Kuldja at the | point of* the 
.bayonet, Latest accounts” would’ indicate 
that he has had but little difficulty in carry- 

ing out these commands. . Two armies: are 
said to haye entered Kuldja, one from’ the 
south, the other from the east. The former 
apparently encountered. a detachment . of 
Russian troops, whom they defeated in’ two 
successive engagements, while the latter. do 
not seem to’ have found any one. willing to 
resist them,” In an official report, made 
some six months ago, before the possibility 
of a war with Russia was entertained, Gen. 

Tso asserted that he had under him in 
Kashgaria about 60,000 troops of all arms, 
and in the intervening time it is quite prob- 
able that he has been liberally reinforced. 
The opposition” of the Russians to such an 
army as the Chinese have apparently thrown 
into Kuldja could not be very serious. The 
number of their troops inthis province is 
not known outside of official circles, but we 
have never seen it put as high as ten thou- 
sand, « Russian regiments stationed at Sam- 
arcand, Bokhara, and Khokand have been 
ordered to the seat of war, though in’ divest- 
ing these newly acquired districts of their 
military ‘guard the Russian Government 
have given the native rulers a chance to rise 
in revolt, an opportunity they’ do not seem 
tobe slow in taking advantage of. 

It will be, many months before the Rus- 
siahs can collect near Kuldja a force of suf- 
ficient magnitude to offer battle to Gen. .Tso 
on anything like equal terms. ‘The civilized 
world, and .Americans in particular, have 
fallen into: the. .habit of thinking of 
the Chinese as a ‘degraded and cowardly 
class,’ Wanting in {those aggressive and 
defensive instincts which are needed to 
enable a people to. hold their own;) and to 
such there is something ludicrous in ‘the 
thought of pitting a Chinaman against a 
Russian soldier. But opinions of this kind 
are wholly misplaced, for) the Chinese: sol- 
diers have quite as much courage as the men 
ordinarily found in European armies. Their 
deficiencies in war hitherto have come from 
no lack. df bravery, but from want of  disci- 
pline, leadership; and weapons of approved 
construction, . It is by no means ‘certain that 
the first. disqualification has. now been rem- 
edied; although . the Chinese Army must 
contain quite a number of Huropean officers. 
In ‘Jeadership:and armament the forces of 
China are now far ahead of any point they 
have attained when at. war with a foreign 
power, Gen. Tso is beyond question an ad- 
inirable tnilitary leader, as the effectual way 
in which he put down Yaxkoop Bre and the 
other rebel rulers in Turkestan indicated ; 
and he is now supplied. with arms and am- 
munition of the best.kind. His artillery 
force has guns made by Krupp and 
other. well-known . makers, and . these 
are directed: by Chinese officers. who re- 
ceived their military education in, the artil- 
lery battalions of the German Army, while 
most of the infantry carry repeating rifles 
madé in this country. More than’ this, the 
larger’ portion of the men are veterans who 
have seen service in other wars and who 
will not be frightened, as it is said the Chi- 
nese used to be, by the beating of drums. 
If, as now seems probable, the Chinese have 
possession of Kuldja, thé Russians will not 
be able to drive them out without the se- 
verest struggle. they have ever, had in mak- 
ing an Asiatic conquest.’ » 

But from the number of war vessels and 


utter 

tempt. Hada Wa aetines ae domains Ss 
one of this reckless’ crew to that of 
absentee. ettiite as Lord Pokrsmoura’s, in 

fond: he seould hatch that 1 was almaas Hs paae- 
ing from Ireland to England. Yet until the present 
Earl of, Portaxours’s time, itis said in Wexford 
that no Earl while in theenjoyment of the title 
had ever been on the estate, which the family has 
held from the time Of Exmasera. The truth is 
that on the large Angid-Irish’ properties there 
was . comparatively ‘littl, if any, disposition 


to squeeze .monéy unduly out of the ten- 


ants, for. the ' sim réaton that the fowners 
did not want’ ft. telants were let alone, 
their rentals were Modirate, and their farma passed 
quietly from father to son. “It would, of course, be 
much better if these great land-owners lived in the 
country; but, on the other hand, their tenants inf- 
nitely prefer holding: under’ them’ to holding 
Under Irish Squires and Squiréens. It was signifi- 
éant of this that, when the present Earl of Dzrsr 
determined to sell his Irish estate, a deputation of 
his Tipperary tenaitry went over to England to im- 
plore him not to do. so: When an anti-absentee 
measure is introduved into the’ House of Commons 
these facts will assume considerable prominence. 
$<. 


The acting of the ‘Agamemnon ”’ at Oxford 
was a marvelously happy thought. A writer in an 
English journal says: ‘‘ What neither examinations 
nor prizes nor lectures nor exhortations have been 
able to do. has been done by means of a discovery 
made by the undergraduates themselyes—namely, 
that.a Greek play could be acted, and that its ohar- 
acters were really intended. for human beings, and 
not for shadowy abstractions. Since this fact was 
borne in upon the men an extraordinary revival 
has taken place in the study of the Greek 
drama....The Oxford book-sellers have. sold out 
all their copies. of . Asohylus, . which _ have 
found their .way ‘to all sorta: of. unfamiliar 
places. The quiet: rabber has been commuted for 
discussions about the: functions of the chorus; in 
the walks.of Magdalen, ) (whete’ one walk ts to this 
day always known as Appison’'s,) even in the punts 
on the Cherwell; which had never carried any liter- 
ary ballast heavier than a yellow-backed novel, 
the hardest of Greek dramatists has been found to 
be the undergraduate’s closest}companion. ‘The in- 
terest came to & climax on that evening in June 
when the new and ‘spacious hall of Balliol 
was crowded ‘with an audience that. con- 
tained all Oxford and: ‘some part of Cam- 
bridge; with a: few. such Aischylus students 
as Mr. Brownine and Mr. Newron from outside.’’ 
Next day the play was repeated at Balliol, and was 
subsequently to be given at Eton, Harrow, and 
Winchester. Having regard to, the time-honored 
performances of the works.of Latin dramatists at 
Westminster School, it. certainly seems strange that 
@ similar representation should have been so long 
in reaching the universitiés. We expect that. Har- 
vard and Yale will not’ be long in following this 
lead, “Anything which conveys to the student a 
sense Of reality in connection with the Greek and 
Latin drama is of inimensé aid to him: 


The selection by ‘ARCHIBALD Forpas, the 
noted war correspondent, of a subject for his lec- 
ture, to be déliveted in this country next séason, 


| shows that he,;shares the erroneous opinion of 


many Europeans respecting our interest in 
chowned heads and titled folk generally. His.sub- 
ject is, as reported, “ Royalties I Have Met;” and 
there is little doubt that: he has chosen it as excel- 
lently adapted to the market...He might 
have selected almost any other topic he is familiar 
with to better advantage, as he will-be likely to 
find. ~If he would tell. us of his exciting ex- 
periences on the different battle-fields he. has 
witnessed and taken <part. in, or of «the 
singular, semi-civilized people: he has encountered 
in the Danubian’ Principalities and the East, he 
would elicit an attentién far more than he can’ by 





onse) 


any amount of gossip concerning. Kings or Queens, . 


Emperors or Empresse’.: We really care nothing 
about them beyond a certain curiosity as to: how 
they look and: appear. _ Being republicans, and 
therefore all sovereigns; Gver: heré, we will often 
take trouble to get a.peep at a crowned. head 
when we are in the Old World. But after we have 
set eyes on a few monarchs we are entirely satisfied, 
and give ourselves ho farthér concern for them. 
Most Ameficans iitving in cities haye been abroad 
and seen Kings and Princes - repeatedly, and those 
Americans are ‘anxious to see any more. 
To all of us who have not traveled, and have not de- 
tected the shams of the world. crowned heads are 
apt to have-some allurement; for we cannot, with 
our deep-rooted democratic ideas, easily imagine 
sovereigns, whom all the inhabitants of a country 
bow down to and almost. worship, to pigs 

men and women that we might not ladies 
or gentlemen. We are apt to think that. they must 
be graceful, refined, clever, and winning at Court, 


_and when We have an opportunity to judge we are 


yery sorely. Those wlio have 
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